


CEIRIOG UCHAF COMMUNITY COUNCIL
	
ANNUAL COUNCIL MEETING

FOLLOWED BY FULL COUNCIL MEETING

16th JUNE 2026
	Present: 
Cllr F Swogger (Chair for 2026/2027), 
Cllr K Benning 
Cllr J Claybrook
Cllr A Jones
Cllr C Jones
Cllr G Jones
Cllr M Obbard

County Cllr T Bates
Community Agent Christina Brewin 

Clerk: Miles Matile





ANNUAL MEETING 2026

	1
	APOLOGIES

	Brian Pratt - Auditor

	

	2
	CLLR KEITH BENNING
	With great sadness Council was informed that Cllr Benning has decided to resign his position as Councillor given his impending move. He spoke of his great pride in the Council and how he believes that he is leaving it in a much stronger and vibrant condition.
Many thanks for his tireless commitment over the past 3 decades. Many examples of his initiatives were spoken about and how much he will be missed.
	

	3
	ELECTION OF CHAIR AND VICE-CHAIR FOR 2026-2027
	CHAIR OF COUNCIL: Cllr Swogger was nominated and elected to the position of Chair of the Council.
Proposed:     Cllr Benning
Seconded:    Cllr Claybrook
Approved without dissent.

VICE-CHAIR OF COUNCIL: Cllr Aled Jones was nominated and elected to the position of Vice-Chair of the Council.
Proposed:    Cllr Benning      
Seconded:    Cllr G Jones     

Approved without dissent
	

	4
	ANNUAL REPORT
	The Clerk presented the 2025-2026 Annual Report which had been previously circulated. The headline messages from 2025/2026 included:
· Two new Councillors have been appointed, and thanks go to Shimara and Dave Berriman for their service;
· The C.A.B initiative with Glyn Ceiriog and Glyntraian  Community Councils has been very successful;
· We have consolidated the environmental grants scheme and 70% was allocated:
· A public meeting was held about the Pride in Place Grant Scheme in March which saw over 20 people attend;
· The rise in the Precept to provide financial security for the potential maintenance of the graveyard has been effective;
· The Council is small, proactive, well governed and achieving outcomes above expectations.
	

	5


	APPROVAL OF 2025/2026 ACCOUNTS
	The Clerk confirmed that the internal auditor had approved the accounts for 2025/2026. Details of income and expenditure had been previously circulated at the April meeting.
Proposed:  Cllr A Jones
Seconded:  Cllr C Jones

Approved: nem con

The Council expressed its thanks to Brian Pratt for his audit.
	











FULL COUNCIL MEETING

	No
	AGENDA ITEM
	DISCUSSION
	ACTION 
WHO/WHEN

	6
	DECLARATION OF INTERESTS RELATED TO ANY AGENDA ITEM
	Cllr Claybrook for items 6 (iv) and 9 (iii)
	

	7
	MINUTES OF LAST MEETING 
5th May 2026 
	Proposed:  Cllr Benning
Seconded:   Cllr Claybrook

Approved
	

	8
	MATTERS ARISING  
	
	

	8 (i)
	LITTER FROM WASTE COLLECTION
	This matter previously raised by Cllr A Jones. Darren Williams Chief Officer Environment has responded to confirm that supervisors of the crews will be reminded of the effects of ‘blowing out’ during collections.
	




	8 (ii)
	TREGEIRIOG FELIN BRIDGE
	Correspondence and a photograph have been received from Cllr Bates and Rob Davies from W.C.B.C and the repair work has been completed.
	Clerk to write to W.C.B.C

	8 (iii)
	ALLOTMENT QUERY
	No progress to report at this stage. There are possible sites and discussions with landowners will be undertaken. 
	

	9
	REPORTS
	
	

	9 (i)
	COMMUNITY AGENT
	The Council was pleased to receive a report from Christina Brewin who outlined her current role for the benefit of Councillors.

As previously discussed in Council, Christina is to initiate a ‘Befriending Service’ in the Autumn which will be volunteer-led who will be trained. Funding has been provisionally obtained.

Proposed that CUCC would like to match this funding of £150
Proposed:  Cllr A Jones
Seconded:  Cllr C Jones
Approved

Council wished to convey it grateful thanks for all the work that Christina is undertaking.
	

	9 (ii)
	NORTH WALES POLICE
	The Clerk confirmed that he had invited N.W.P to the Annual meeting but has received no response. 



	


	9 (iii) 
	WREXHAM CBC

	Cllr Bates informed Council on the following items
· National Park – there are further developments involving the new Senedd. M.S’s have visited the Valley
· Rural Poverty Working Group. Cllr Bates outlined some of the findings
· Fire emergency vehicle access.  As previously discussed, overhanging trees and size of access roads prevent larger vehicles from attending emergencies. There is also a need to ensure that each property is easily identified and Council considered that a database of What3 Words for each dwelling may be important
· Sewerage Upgrade: To be undertaken along stretches of the B4500 in the summer.
· City of Culture 2029: A further application will be made 
	 










Clerk to make contact with Fire and Rescue representative

	9 (iv)
	PRIDE IN PLACE GRANT
	The Clerk confirmed that the Council had been awarded £42,867 from the UK Pride in Place Grants Scheme for the replacement of the Village Hall floor.
· This will now become a Standing Item on the agenda;
· W.C.B.C has sent a formal contract to CUCC on the 15th June;
· 2 additional quotes are now required. The Clerk has registered C.U.C.C as a formal tendering entity and published the tender on the Sell2Wales website with a closing date of the 19/06/2026. At this point there have been no known bids. In parallel the V.H.M.C is seeking additional quotes from local suppliers.
· VAT. The Clerk is seeking confirmation as to whether C.U.C.C should register for VAT. The advice from H.M.R.C is not transparent. O.V.W is seeking the assistance from a specialist VAT advisor. W.C.B.C is also seeking information for the Council
· The V.H.M.C has set up a steering group for the project.
· The Grant will be available when the contractual paperwork has been signed. It is not anticipated that C.U.C.C will hold the money, this will remain with W.C.B.C and will be released in staged payments upon submission of invoices from the V.H.M.C.   
The motion to approve receipt of the Pride in Place Grant was made.
Proposed: Cllr C Jones
Seconded Cllr M Obbard

Approved nem con

	

































Clerk to sign the contractual notice on behalf of C.U.C.C



	9 (v)
	ROADS AND OFF-ROADING
	Council was notified of recent threats made a local landowner from off-roaders and this was reported to the police. 
	

	8 (vi)
	GRAVEYARD AND CEMETERY SUB-COMMITTEE
	Cllr Swogger reported that there will be work completed in relation to testing the structural integrity of existing headstones.
	



	9
	FINANCES
	
	

	10 (i)
	PAYMENTS FOR APPROVAL
	Bank charges £7
See 9(iii) 
	

	10 (ii)
	BALANCE OF ACCOUNTS 
	The Clerk provided financial information to the Council and as of 31/05/2026 it held:
Current Acc      £     752.40
Savings Acc      £17.785.73

As of the 16/06/2026 21% of the financial year has elapsed with 12.5% of income spent
	



	10 (ii)
	ENVIRONMENTAL GRANTS SCHEME
	Cllr Claybrook has requested £30.00 for plants for Tregeiriog
Approved
	

	11
	MATTERS – OTHER NOT LISTED
	· s56 Highways Act  1980: Cllr C Jones confirmed that a resident had asked that the Council makes an application related to the disrepair of the Cwm Road.
s56 allows any member of the public in England and Wales to take legal action against a highway authority to force the repair of a neglected, publicly maintainable road, footpath or bridge.
· Access Road Pontricket Farm: Council was notified of recent developments.
	 





The resident will attend the July meeting

	12
	NEXT MEETING
	The date of the next meetings will be:

TUESDAY 7th JULY @ 7.30pm

	






