


CEIRIOG UCHAF COMMUNITY COUNCIL
	COMMUNITY COUNCIL MEETING

15th APRIL 2026
	Present: 
Cllr F Swogger (Chair)
Cllr Benning (Vice Chair)
Cllr Claybrook
Cllr A Jones
Cllr C Jones
Cllr E Morris
Cllr M Obbard

County Cllr T Bates
Clerk Miles Matile

The Council was joined by the Chair of the Village Hall Management Committee (V.H.M.C)  to discuss item 7

A member of the public attended for item 7.




	1
	WELCOME
	
	

	2
	APOLOGIES

	Cllr G Jones
P.C.S.O Tudor 
	

	3
	DECLARATION OF INTERESTS RELATED TO ANY AGENDA ITEM
	Cllr Claybrook  (Item 7)

	



	No
	AGENDA ITEM
	DISCUSSION
	ACTION 
WHO/WHEN

	4
	MINUTES OF LAST MEETING 
3rd MARCH 2026 
	PROPOSED :  Cllr Morris
SECONDED:   Cllr Benning
Approved
	

	5
	MATTERS ARISING  
	
	

	5 (i)
	COMMUNITY AGENT ROLE
	The Clerk confirmed that Council’s prior approval to provide stand-alone funding from the 01/04/2027 had been conveyed to Wrexham C.B.C.

The Clerk confirmed that Christina was planning to establish a volunteer-led befriending service.
	

	5 (ii)
	BRIDGE AT FELIN TREGEIRIOG
	Following the last meeting both the Clerk and Cllr Bates had been assured by Highways that repair work at the bridge will be undertaken later in the month.

	

	6
	REPORTS
	
	

	6 (i)
	NORTH WALES POLICE
	· The Council has received apologies from P.C.S.O Tudor. A crime report for March has now been made available and will be circulated.
	


	6 (ii) 
	WREXHAM CBC

	Cllr Bates reported back from W.C.B.C
· Potholes remain a continuing and significant issue and are worsening following the winter. W.C.B.C is prioritising roads.
· He has received reports that some users of the C.A.B project believe that there is insufficient privacy. This will be taken up with Glyn Ceiriog C.C.
	 




	6 (iii)
	ROADS AND OFF-ROADING
	Substantial repairs have been completed on the culvert at the junction on the B4500/Crychynan Uchaf junction which should resolve the dangerous flooding and roadside erosion issues.
	

	6 (iv)
	GRAVEYARD AND CEMETERY SUB-COMMITTEE
	No update.
	



	7
	‘PRIDE IN PLACE’ GRANT
	· The Chair/ Clerk reported on a very successful community engagement event on the 31/03/2026. The outcomes have been recorded and sent to all attendees on the 02/04/2026. Residents agreed the following priorities:
OPTION 1:  REPLACE VILLAGE HALL FLOORING
The majority vote supported the Village Hall Management Committee’s (V.H.M.C) proposal to replace the hall flooring.
IF OPTION 1 DOES NOT MEET THE GRANT CRITERIA, THEN:
OPTION 2:
(i) REFURBISH TOILETS WITHIN THE HALL AND OPEN FOR PUBLIC USE:
(ii) INSTALL A COMPOSTABLE TOILET AT ST GARMON’S CHURCH.
(iii) INSTALL OUTDOOR PLAY EQUIPMENT AT THE VILLAGE HALL
· The Clerk has since attended an event hosted by the W.C.B.C Grants department for further information.
· The Chair of the V.H.M.C. presented Council with a quote from M&J Groundworks to take up, dispose and lay a new floor. The quotation was for £51,440 inclusive of VAT. The contractor could commence the work in the Autumn of 2026 with completion by the time stipulated within the PiP Grant criteria.
· It is recognised that this represents the first of 3 quotations. For the purpose of the application, which needs to be submitted by the 28/04/2026, - 1 initial quote will be sufficient for outline approval by W.C.B.C and this will be followed by 2 further quotes.
· The Chair of the V.H.M.C took questions from the Council about fund-raising, finances, insurance, governance and committee structure.
· The Chair of the V.H.M.C was directly questioned about the adequacy of the health and safety arrangements for the Hall. It was noted that the safety certificates on the fire extinguishers and the mains electrical circuit may have elapsed. The Chair assured Council that the extinguishers are to be professionally tested w/b 20/4/26 and that he intended to commission an electrical test by a qualified local contractor within the immediate future.  

Council went into closed session.

· C.U.C.C confirmed its over-riding commitment to follow the outcomes of the community engagement event and that it wanted to apply for a Grant under Pride in Place which meets the priorities of residents identified at the meeting on the 31/03/2026.
· W.C.B.C acknowledges that timescales from the initial information to Community Councils on the 16/03/2026 to submission of the application on the 28/04/2026, placed a large burden on them. 
· C.U.C.C remained uncertain of the extent of Its liabilities and is seeking clarification from W.C.B.C.
· The Grant would be applied for by C.U.C.C but it would be awarded to and disbursed by the Village Hall Management Committee. For the V.H.M.C to project manage and be accountable for all works and to meet the criteria set by the PiP scheme.
· C.U.C.C recognised that it would be responsible for submitting invoices to W.C.B.C on behalf of the V.H.M.C and to reclaim VAT from HMRC
· C.U.C.C recognised that in applying for the Grant as quoted, would require C.U.C.C to become VAT registered.

FORMAL RESOLUTION:

Subject to the conditions below:

That the C.U.C.C approves an application under the Pride in Place Grant Scheme be made on behalf of the Llanarmon Centenary Village Hall Management Committee to provide for the refurbishment of identified areas of the Village Hall. The majority of the Grant will be directed towards the replacement of the flooring. 

Conditions:
(i) That the V.H.M.C obtain 2 further quotations for C.U.C.C to submit retrospectively:
(ii) That a sub-committee of the V.H.M.C’s main committee be formed with powers to co-opt,  to ‘project manage and govern’ the dispersal of the Grant and to ensure compliance with all regulatory controls. C.U.C.C to be represented by Cllr Obbard and Cllr A Jones.  The sub-committee to incorporate the services of at least one identified resident with professional charitable experience.
(iii) The V.H.M.C will ensure that the Hall meets fire and other health and safety standards to allow it to remain open within the terms of its Insurance Policy BEFORE work under the Grant commences.
(iv) That C.U.C.C will need to be satisfied of the contents of the Insurance Policy.
(v) The Clerk and Cllr Obbard will gain further information, if possible, about the extent of  C.U.C.C’s liabilities in making this application
(vi) The Clerk will liaise with HMRC with regards to VAT registration

CUCC approved the Resolution nem con

	



	8
	PLANNING
	
	

	8 (i)
	OLD WELSH MILL SHOP
	· The Chair / Clerk confirmed that since the last Council meeting they had written to residents affected, with a summary of the current status of works and potential enforcement.
· The Clerk has received an update from the Planning Officer on the 15/04/2026 to state
‘Following recent discussions with the Conservation and Enforcement Officers the applicant is now within a formal resolution period to remedy the outstanding concerns.
The applicant is actively working to address these issues, and the applications relating to the site in question will progress accordingly.
· Recent information from a resident to say that a safety barrier had been removed – this will be reported to W.C.B.C to contact the owner.
· Concerns were raised that the building sustained some minor weather damage; an inaccessible upper window is hanging loose on one hinge and presenting a risk to local children. 

	

	9
	FINANCES
	

	

	9 (i)
	PROVISIONAL ACCOUNTS 2025/2026
	The Clerk presented provisional accounts subject to audit. Headlines:
· Income and expenditure in 25/26 are very broadly the same as 24/25.
· Budget predictions are good. Only 60% of budget has been spent as no claims on emergency/C&G /election budget heads
· Significant variances: Hall rent and audit fees. Clerk took the full Honorarium. 
· As planned, C.U.C.C is building reserves from £11.5k to £16k to develop a future ring-fenced fund for the proposed transfer of ownership of the C&G
· Reserves include £5k for 2027 Elections
· Council will need to determine the level of the 27/28 Precept in light of our reserves and the Community Agent role in the Autumn.
· All paperwork is now ready for the full audit to be presented to Audit Wales in July.
· Proposed that the June Council meeting include the Annual Meeting and to be held on the 16th June at 7.30 to allow for accounts to be audited.
	

	9 (ii)
	PAYMENTS
	· PAYMENTS FOR APRIL 2026
· Recurring bank charges £7.00. 
· Hall Rent Oct 25- March 26 (7 sessions) £210 
· Payment to Chair of £21 for Land Registry searches in relation to item
· One Voice Wales £70 – annual membership fees
Approved


	

	9 (iii)
	BALANCE OF ACCOUNTS TO 31/03/2026
	The Clerk informed Council that we start the year with £19,397 WCBC has paid the first instalment of the Precept

· Current Account  £   4,364.45
· Savings Account   £ 15.033.33
· TOTAL                     £ 19,397.78

Approval given to transfer £2,000 to investment account.

The monthly financial spreadsheet will be presented at the May meeting


	

	9 (iv)
	ENVIRONMENTAL GRANT APPLICATIONS
	· Application received for work related Llanarmon centre. Application to be approved at the May meeting. 


	


	10
	MATTERS – OTHERS NOT LISTED
	
	

	10 (i)
	LITTER
	Cllr A Jones reported on the amount of litter being left on roads following collections. Clerk to write to C.U.C.C 
	Cl

	11
	DATE OF NEXT MEETINGS
	· Tuesday 5th May at 7.30
· Tuesday 16th June at 7.30 Annual Meeting and Approval of Accounts

	






