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	Environment (Wales) Act 2016 Part 1 - Section 6
The Biodiversity and Resilience of Ecosystems Duty Report 2022

	CEIRIOG UCHAF COMMUNITY COUNCIL

	Introduction and Context
Ceiriog Uchaf is one of the smaller Community Councils within the administration of Wrexham County Borough Council. Its geography includes two wards, Llanarmon DC and Langadwaldr and there are 8 Councillors. 
[image: Llanarmon Dyffryn Ceiriog photos, maps, books, memories]
The landscape is given over to farming – principally sheep. The Precept is raised from 161 houses with less than 1000 residents.
The Council owns no land or property. We rent our meeting room.
The Council believes that it does not own either Graveyard or new Cemetery although this is the subject of enquiry. The Council does administer the Cemetery on behalf of Wrexham CBC.
The Council seeks to enhance biodiversity and resilience of its ecosystems in some of the following ways and this is reflected within its Inaugural Action Plan (2023).
· Talking with landowners and land users;
· Being aware of the impact of development and planning applications;
· Liaising with Conservation and Environmental partners;
· Monitoring traffic;
· Developing safer transport routes within the Valley;
· Financial funding of initiatives linked to the Environment.






	Action Report for 2026-2028


	Action carried out to:
	

	Action 1
Embed biodiversity into decision making & procurement
	· To undertake an audit of the Graveyard and Cemetery to catalogue flora, fauna, and wildlife. 
· To participate within the ‘God’s Acre’ project and to use the framework provided to collate and present information.
· To increase awareness through posters for Ysgol Llanarmon

	Action 1   
What we have Done

	· Established a partnership between C.U.C.C and St Garmon’s PCC to audit; to develop a wilding project; to incrementally clear and re-wild areas of the old graveyard and 

	Action 1 
What we want to do in 2026-2028
	· In partnership with the Universities of Chester and Bangor, to determine the historical importance of the St Garmon’s mound in the old graveyard.
· To work with Wrexham CBC to improve distribution of storm water away from the cemetery.
· To continue to clear the overgrown areas of the cemetery and graveyards to improve the bio-diversity.
· To consider the design and erection of information boards to inform local residents of the two areas.


	Action 2
Raise awareness of biodiversity & its importance
	· On the 10th January 2023 the Council facilitated a public meeting for representatives from National Resources Wales to present and discuss with members of the public and landowners its work on the Afon Ceiriog. This is a vital life-force flowing through our administration. It provides a critical habitat which requires management.
· The Council will establish a page on its Website to the Environment, Bio-Diversity and Resilience of Eco-systems
· The Council will review its work in this area within its Annual Report each May.


	Action 2 What we Have Done
	· We have created a website page for environmental matters.
· We convened a further Public Meeting in November 202 for local residents to voice their views about the proposed National Park.
· From our Precept we have ring-fenced £1.000 (10%) for applications from any resident/organsations within the two Wards to improve local environmental initiatives.  

	Action 2 What we want to do in 2026-2028
	· To encourage greater participation within the Environmental Grants scheme to ensure that the allotted amount is used.
· To sponsor the local bird protection and monitoring worker-see Action 4 

	Action 3-Safeguard principal species and habitats.
	· National Resources Wales have committed to providing the Council with periodic data detailing the impact of their work along the Afon Ceiriog. The Council will ensure that this information is made available through meetings, Minutes and on its Website for residents within its administration.

	Action 3 What we have done.
	· Where information becomes available we have discussed in Council Meetings.
· We have a monthly report from the Wrexham CBC Liaison Councillor, with specific reference to planning applications and their environmental impact.
· We have actively developed public meetings for the more complex Planning Application. We have invited applicants to attend in person to explain their proposals.

	Action 3 What we want to do
	· To further develop the public discussion of planning applications
· To ensure that those residents who are potentially affected by such applications are able o voice any concerns and these are made know to the Principal Authority. 

	Action 4 Restore & create habitats and resilient ecological networks
	· To develop a partnership with an expert in bird-ringing.
· We have financially supported the development of information regarding Swifts and their nesting at this in end of the Valley

	Action 4 What we have done
	· Held a 3 Councils’ Valley Meeting when the individual was able to make a presentation. The Council is to consider a more formal long-term financial support to allow the individual to continue to work in this role


	Action 4 What we want to do.
	· We want to financially assist the installation of Swift nesting boxes at appropriate locations.
· To consider how we can financially support the monitoring and protection specialist 

	Action 5 Tackle negative factors: for e.g. reduce pollution, use nature based solutions, address invasive species
	· The Council has a duty to protect the environment through its representations to Wrexham CBC Planning. All new planning applications are scrutinised for their impact upon the environment and where appropriate, objections raised.

	Action 5 What we Have done
	· To alert residents of the impact of specific planning applications.
· To inform residents of the impact on the environment 
· Worked with North Wales Police in their operation to inform, educate and enforce the Road Traffic Act in relation to off-roaders 
· We have been active in informing residents of a recent and wide-spread outbreak of Avian Influenza. 


	Action 5 What We Want to Do
	· To convene a further Public Meeting to inform of local development issues affecting the environment.
· To be informed by GLEAM about the impact of off-roading and to work with the local Police 
· To seek to appoint Councillors with specialist knowledge of environmental challenges

	Stretch Objective-To support capacity and/or other organisations
	· The Council is committed to working with principal partners during 2026-2028.
· Wrexham Environmental Services;
· St Asaph Diocese and Mission Area.
· Landowners
· The Chirk Estate
 


	
Review of s6 duty
This represents an review report. It will be reviewed in February 2026
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