


CEIRIOG UCHAF COMMUNITY COUNCIL
	COMMUNITY COUNCIL MEETING

4th NOVEMBER 2025
	Present: 
Cllr F Swogger (Chair)
Cllr K Benning (Vice Chair) 
Cllr J Claybrook
Cllr A Jones
Cllr G Jones
County Cllr T Bates


Clerk: Miles Matile





	1
	APOLOGIES

	Cllr E Morris


	

	2
	DECLARATION OF INTERESTS RELATED TO ANY AGENDA ITEM
	Cllr J Claybrook  8 (iii)
	



	No
	AGENDA ITEM
	DISCUSSION
	ACTION 
WHO/WHEN

	3
	MINUTES OF LAST MEETING 
7th OCTOBER 2025 
	PROPOSED :  Cllr K Benning
SECONDED:   Cllr A Jones
Approved
	

	4
	MATTERS ARISING  
	
	

	4 (i)
	SCOTTISH POWER UPDATE
	Cllr Claybrook confirmed there is no further update.
	Cllr Claybrook

	4 (ii)
	ENERGISED COMMUNITIES’ – MARK ELLIS
	Seven Wye and Mark Ellis held the first Public Consultation at St Garmon’s on the 1st November. Thanks to Brian Pratt and the P.C.C for arranging this. A second meeting will be convened at the Canolfan over the 7/8th November.
	

	4 (iii)
	BT SWITCH-OVER
	No further information at this stage.
	

	4 (iv)
	WEBSITE DEVELOPMENT
	Further to Council’s decision to commission a new website, Doodle IT from Ruthin have completed the first stage and Councillors were able to see a preview of the proposals. Doodle IT are confident that the website will be finalised and operational by the end of January 2026 when the existing one is removed. 
	





	4 (v)
	PROPOSED GLYNDWR NATIONAL PARK
	A further round of public consultations are now underway leading to a formal recommendation to the Senedd.  
	

	4 (vi)
	CCTV UPDATE
	· The Clerk confirmed that a re-draft of the 2021 policy has been completed and will be presented to Council in the New Year. There were very limited changes
· The Clerk will make contact with the original installer to arrange a site visit and look at future options.
	

	5
	REPORTS
	
	

	5 (i)
	NORTH WALES POLICE
	The Clerk confirmed that the Inspector of rural Policing had been in contact to notify that PCSO Naomi Tudor is the replacement for Gareth Jones. To invite her/ Martin to next meeting. 
	

Clerk

	5 (ii) 
	WREXHAM CBC

	Cllr Bates confirmed the following:
· WCBC have been filling in potholes on the Tower Hill Road in error. This has now ceased and operatives transferred.
· Salt piles are being placed along the Valley in preparation for winter.
· There are now a further 3 confirmed sites of Bird Flu in Denbighshire. Concerns were expressed that dog walkers are crossing the field by the telephone exchange which leads to one of the infected sites. 
· Christmas lunch at the Canolfan is on the 21/12/2025
· Wrexham is going to compete for City of Culture status again.
	 






Clerk to contact WCBC to see if a further warning sign can be obtained for the gate

	5 (iii)
	ROADS AND OFF-ROADING
	· A large numbers of bikes have been seen in the last few weeks and with the high level of rain-fall there are serious concerns about the damage to tracks and off-roads.
	
Clerk to alert NWP


	5 (iv)
	GRAVEYARD AND CEMETERY SUB-COMMITTEE
	· There has been an informal meeting with Church Archaeologist Dr Suzanne Evans who has been able to advise on issues related to the mound
· Thanks to Cllr G Jones for his preparedness to move the bags of cuttings and loppings. And to Cllr A Jones for the removal of a fallen branch.
· Following the recent visit from Kerry Williams from WCBC it has been confirmed that WCBC has started some remedial work to ease flooding into the cemetery and onto graves. This has had some limited impact and more work is required.

	







Clerk to write to Kerry Williams

	6
	PLANNING APPLICATIONS
	

	

	6 (i)
	ERW GERRIG P0737
	An application has been received for the development of a road leading to a site for camping pods and the erection of 3 camping pods. There was a further discussion of this proposal and the Council positively approved application and this will be conveyed to the Planning Officer.
	

	6 (ii)
	OLD WELSH SHOP MILL
	Amended application removing window from original plans.
This has been circulated to residents most affected and no issues have been raised. Some concern that the plan may still mislead on the size of the yard.
No other objections and Clerk to write to Planning Officer. 
	

	7 
	COUNCILLOR VACANCIES
	· The Clerk had previously circulated a proposed advert for the vacancies and this was agreed.
· Agreed to formally notify WCBC and advertise in the New Year.
· To produce a bi-lingual advert
· We would like to encourage applications from young people. 
· To advertise locally and on FaceBook 
· In the event of more than 2 applications then to undertake interviews as in 2023. There is already a level of interest

	




Cllr Claybrook

	8
	FINANCES
	
	

	8 (i)
	PAYMENTS  FOR APPROVAL IN  NOVEMBER 2025 
	· ANTICIPATED PAYMENTS FOR NOVEMBER 2025
· Bank Charges £6.00. 
· Room Hire (x7) £210
· CAB Contribution £166 (Q1) and £264 (Q2)
· De-Fib Pads at Tregeiriog need replacing - £71.40 
· Wreath - £25
Proposed:     Cllr K Benning
Seconded:    Cllr G Jones
All payments approved
	

	8 (ii)
	BALANCE OF ACCOUNTS TO 30/09/2025
	· Current Account  £   1,162.05
· Savings Account   £14.874.22
· TOTAL                     £ 16.036.27
Ysgol Llanarmon have refunded CUCC £300 in error and this will be paid back to them

The total reserves  is inclusive of election costs £5.000 
	

	8 (iii)
	ENVIRONMENTAL GRANT APPLICATIONS
	· Cllr J Claybrook presented a request for £110 for the purchase of 2 Christmas trees and lights for Llanarmon and Tregeiriog centres.
· The Clerk confirmed that Glyn Ceiriog CC have approved a donation of £100 to Nikki Edmunds for her work with bird monitoring and protection. Council approved a further donation from the environment fund of £100 .
Proposed Cllr K Benning
Seconded Cllr A Jones
Both payments approved
	

	8 (iv)
	AUDIT WALES AND 
FINANCIAL REGULATIONS 2026
	· The Clerk confirmed that Audit Wales had completed and approved the audit for 2024/2025. The was a minor qualification as there was a £4.87 discrepancy which we were aware of. No comments in relation to the establishment of the Environmental Grant scheme alongside the s137 donations.
· CUCC will be subject to a full audit for the accounting year 2025/2026. In preparation the Clerk has re-drafted Financial Regulations and these will be presented to Council in the New Year for approval
	Clerk to place Notice on Website and in 2 locations to allow people to view accounts over a 14 day period

	8 (v)
	2026-2027 PRECEPT
	The Clerk has circulated a draft budget for 2026/2027 and proposal for the forthcoming Precept application. 
Proposed recommendation to Council that we keep the 2026/2027 Precept at the same level of £10,000
· We budgeted for a deficit this year (£10,500) and if projections are correct we will spend (£9,300). There is potentially, a further £1,500 which may not be spent.
· Overspends are on website -unexpected, Audit Wales- expected but not confirmed.
· Underspends on cemetery and emergencies so far
· Our reserves will be @ £14,100  (including £4,000 for elections)
· For 26/27 The Council is budgeting for a notional deficit of £10,200.
· A precept of £10,000 will allow reserves to rise to @£15,500 (including the required £5,000 for elections) 
· It will keep Band D properties at £62.50 a year (A reduction to £9,000 means £56 and £8,000 is £50 - so very marginal)

· The Councill fully considered the proposal. There was some concern that we needed a plan outlining how we would propose to use the reserves rather than allowing them to increase without purpose.

· The Council may wish to undertake public consultation in 2026-2027 to advise on potential areas of expenditure.

· There was recognition that the environmental grant scheme is building capacity and this could be expanded in future years.

· There was recognition that we can approve a reduction in the Precept in future years.

The Precept for 2026/2027
Proposed: Cllr K Benning
Seconded Cllr G Jones
Approved nem con
	














































Clerk to write to WCBC




	9
	MATTERS – OTHERS NOT LISTED
	
	

	9 (i)
	SANTA RUN
	The Council discussed arrangement for the proposed Santa Run. To bring back to December meeting.
	

	9 (ii)
	REMEMBRANCE DAY SERVICE
	Cllr Claybrook will represent the Council on the 9th November. 
	

	10
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING
	 2ND DECEMBER AT 7.00

	






