


CEIRIOG UCHAF COMMUNITY COUNCIL
	COMMUNITY COUNCIL MEETING

2nd SEPTEMBER 2025
	Present: 
Cllr F Swogger (Chair)
Cllr K Benning (Vice Chair) 
Cllr D Berriman
Cllr S Berriman
Cllr J Claybrook
Cllr A Jones
Cllr G Jones
Cllr E Morris
County Cllr T Bates
Clerk: Miles Matile

In attendance was the applicant for item 7
Three Members of the Public were present




	1
	APOLOGIES

	North Wales Police


	

	2
	DECLARATION OF INTERESTS RELATED TO ANY AGENDA ITEM
	County Councillor Bates for Item 7
	



	No
	AGENDA ITEM
	DISCUSSION
	ACTION 
WHO/WHEN

	3
	MINUTES OF LAST MEETING 
5th AUGUST 2025 
	PROPOSED :  Cllr D Berriman
SECONDED:   Cllr S Berriman
Approved
	

	4
	MATTERS ARISING  
	
	

	4 (i)
	AVIAN INFLUENZA
	· General discussion about the current status. The locality has been downgraded to a Surveillance Zone and the 3km Protection Zone has been lifted.
· Noted that footpath closures were still in place. Cllr Bates to contact WCBC.
· Again the Council noted huge dissatisfaction with the very poor levels of communication from Authorities.
	

Cllr Bates

	4 (ii)
	SCOTTISH POWER MEETING
	· Cllr Claybrook confirmed that there was now a potential contact within the SP whom she is pursuing.
· Cllr Swogger confirmed she had a recent meeting with Steve Witherden MP who may be able to assist.
	
Cllr Claybrook

	4 (iii)
	‘ENERGISED COMMUNITIES’ – MARK ELLIS
	· Confirmed that Mark Ellis is now no longer able to convene a public meeting but instead, plans to hold a ‘pop-up’ meeting at St Garmon’s. The treasurer to meet with him on the 6/09/2025
	Brian Pratt to liaise

	4 (iv)
	3 COUNCILS’ MEETING
	· Confirmed that the meeting will take place on the 3/09/2025. Nikki Edmonds will be the guest speaker.
	

	4 (v)
	BT SWITCH-OVER
	· No update from BT
· Cllr Benning spoke of his recent, significant problems with BT. He was without power and broadband for 3 days. Numerous calls were made without immediate resolution. Engineers attended 72 hours later. The incident highlights how vulnerable residents are both through the proposed changeover to digital and power outages as in 4 (ii). 
	

	4 (vi)
	WELSH AMBULANCE SERVICE
	· The Chair and the Clerk confirmed that W.A.S had attended the Ceiriog Sheepdog trials to publicise the First Community and First Responder Service. This is being supported/sponsored by the 3 Councils Meeting. One definite volunteer and 3 ‘maybes’
· The Clerk has written to Young Famers to encourage interest and we are publicising further through Facebook and posters.  
	

	5
	REPORTS
	
	

	5 (i)
	NORTH WALES POLICE
	General information has been received from Insp Lederle. Confirmation that PSCO Gareth Jones will be replaced shortly.
	


	5 (ii) 
	WREXHAM CBC

	Cllr Bates confirmed the following:
· WCBC provides a skip for the Valley -details to follow.
· The proposed refuse workers strike will not go ahead.
· Plas Madoc recycling centre now requires you to book 15 minute timeslots for attendance.
· Chevrons have been erected at the end of the ‘Dolywern straight’
	 


	5 (iii)
	ROADS AND OFF-ROADING
	Cllr D Berriman confirmed that there was no update.
	



	5 (iv)
	GRAVEYARD AND CEMETERY SUB-COMMITTEE
	Cllr Swogger confirmed that a meeting with Kerry Williams from WCBC to examine storm damage was cancelled. No follow-up date at this point.
	




	6
	DRAFT CHARTER BETWEEN WCBC AND COMMUNITY COUNCILS
	The Clerk confirmed that proposals for a Charter of Engagement between WCBC and Community and Town Councils has been received, and a summary was circulated.
	

	7 (i)
	PLANNING APPLICATION
2025/0548/0557
	· The Council was pleased to note that the applicant Mr Sean O’Sullivan was in attendance to address issues related to the Old Welsh Mill Shop. In addition 3 members of the public were present for this item.
· The Clerk confirmed the history of prior applications. Application 2024/0911 which granted Listed Building Consent and of application 2024/0910 which refused  full planning permission for conversion and extension to form a holiday let.  
· County Councillor Trevor Bates was present in his designated role as liaison Councillor. For due process, he declared his role on the WCBC Planning Committee and did not enter into any discussions nor offer any expert advice.
· By a majority vote the Council resolved that:
The Ceiriog Uchaf Community Council was opposed to this application in its present form.
There was a recommendation to WCBC that this matter be allowed to proceed to a Full Planning Committee review. Full details of the reasons for this decision to be sent to WCBC Planning. 
	

	7 (ii)
	LICENSING APPLICATION. THE WEST ARMS
	· The Clerk confirmed that an application for Licensing hours for sale of alcohol, music and dance has been received from WCBC on the 01/09/2025. 
· Council considered the application alongside the current hours as operated by the adjacent establishment, The Hand Hotel.
· By a majority vote the Council did not oppose the application.
	






Clerk to confirm the vote with WCBC Licensing.

	8
	FINANCES
	
	

	8 (i)
	PAYMENTS  FOR APPROVAL IN  SEPTEMBER 2025 
	· ANTICIPATED PAYMENTS FOR SEPTEMBER 2025
· Bank Charges £6.00. 
Approved

	

	8 (ii)
	BALANCE OF ACCOUNTS TO 31/08/2025
	The Clerk confirmed that the Council is now 42% through the financial year and we have spent or set-aside, 38% of the budget.

· Current Account  £  3.939.05
· Savings Account  £12,794.88
· TOTAL                    £16.733.93 

The total is inclusive of election costs £5.000 

The Clerk advised that he was anticipating higher expenditure in October:
Hall Fees
Website
Clerk’s Honorarium (in part)
	

	8 (iii)
	ENVIRONMENTAL GRANT APPLICATIONS
	 No requests
	

	9
	MATTERS - OTHER
	· Council Meeting Times: A further review of start times given farming/agricultural employment in the summer months. Agreed to defer this decision until March 2026 when the clocks go forward.
· Bench: Details of the proposed bench to be donated for the cemetery and plaque were circulated.
· Ceiriog Sheepdog Trials: The Council wished to extend its thanks to the organising Committee for a very successful show.
	 









	10
	NEXT MEETING
	The date of the next meetings will be 7th October at 7.00pm

· Christina Brewin will be in attendance
· Discussion about Website

	






