


CEIRIOG UCHAF COMMUNITY COUNCIL
	COMMUNITY COUNCIL MEETING

8th September 2026
	Present: 
Cllr F Swogger (Chair)
Cllr Claybrook
Cllr A Jones
Cllr C Jones
Cllr G Jones
Cllr E Morris
Cllr M Obbard

County Cllr T Bates (Part)
Clerk: Miles Matile

The Council was joined by the Chair and Treasurer of the Village Hall Management Committee (V.H.M.C)  to discuss item 5 (iv)

The Meeting was Quorate under Standing Orders 2024 (3:T)




	1
	WELCOME/APOLOGIES
	Nil
	

	2
	DECLARATION OF INTERESTS RELATED TO ANY AGENDA ITEM
	Cllr Claybrook  Item 5 (iv)

	



	No
	AGENDA ITEM
	DISCUSSION
	ACTION 
WHO/WHEN

	3
	MINUTES OF LAST MEETING 
7th  JULY 2026 
	PROPOSED :  Cllr Claybrook
SECONDED:   Cllr G Jones
Approved
	

	4
	MATTERS ARISING  
	
	

	4(i)
	ALLOTMENT ENQUIRY
	· The Chair confirmed that a local landowner had been previously contacted by the Council and a follow-up email will be sent.
· Cllr Claybrook is making further independent enquiries.
	Chair to email

	4 (ii)
	COUNCILLOR  VACANCY
	The Chair confirmed that following the July’s decision not to immediately advertise the Vacancy the Council is short of one Councillor. Any appointment will realistically only allow a maximum of 6 months in role before mandatory elections in May 2027.  Council agreed that rather than formally appoint for a limited time, we should encourage observers to Council meetings which may help in deciding if they will stand for election in May 2027.
	








Opportunities to be advertised

	4 (iii)
	OLD WELSH MILL SHOP
	Last minuted: 05/05/2026 5(ii)Cllr Swogger confirmed that scaffolding had now been erected on a neighbour’s land. Contact has been made with WCBC which confirms that this is on private land and their powers of intervention are limited.
The Clerk confirmed that WCBC has not made a final decision on the planning application and all activity is potentially off-plan.
	

	5
	REPORTS
	
	

	5 (i)
	NORTH WALES POLICE
	· No report received.
· Noted in Council that a primary-age child had been stopped in Tregeiriog  and without explanation accused of preparing to commit a criminal act. Correspondence has been exchanged between parents and the police. This Council and other Councils along the Valley are deeply concerned about the lack of visibility of local policing. To have handled this issue in this way has the potential to undermine public trust and positive relationships with Officers of North Wales Police Authority. 
	


	5 (ii) 
	WREXHAM CBC

	Cllr Bates confirmed:
· That he had been in contact with WCBC Planning about item 4 (iii) and that the land in question is private.
· Salt piles are already being dropped, and the winter maintenance programme will follow that of 2025/2026
	 



	5 (iii)
	ROADS AND OFF-ROADING
	· No further update
	

	5 (iv)
	PRIDE IN PLACE GRANT
	· The Meeting was attended by Elgan Jones Chair of the Village Hall Committee together with Brian Pratt Treasurer of the VHMC. The Community Council was represented by Cllr A Jones and Cllr Obbard.
· 4 quotations have been received related to the tender, and the working group has considered each using a scoring system and a Governance paper prepared by Cllr Obbard. Each quote had pros and cons but overall, the recommendation is that CUCC/ VHMC should award the contract to M&J Groundworks. Full reasoning for this decision is contained within the Governance Document. In summary, the recommendation is based upon an assessment of ‘Groundwork’s’ experience, the proposed use of a specialist joiner, confidence in overall accountability and the potential to deliver a durable solution consistent with the intended scope.
· The Working Group recommends that awarding the contract should remain conditional upon the supplier providing an acceptable programme of works. Meeting the specification, completion of any due-diligence requirements within the agreed funding envelope. If this can not be agreed, then the next compliant quotation should be considered.  
· Proposal that the contract should be provisionally awarded to ‘M&J Groundworks’ was put to the Council. For -6 Against -0. Cllr Claybrook declared her interest and did not vote. 
· ‘M&J Groundworks’ to attend a future Council meeting.
· The Working Group to reconvene to progress the award of the contract.
· VAT. The Clerk confirmed that he had received further information from One Voice Wales about the Council’s need to register with HMRC. The advice is not definitive which potentially leaves the Council liable for the payment of VAT. Other options are being considered including taking out a small indemnity with our Insurers. Clerk to advise. 

	







































Clerk to complete progress report to WCBC Grants




	5 (v)
	GRAVEYARD AND CEMETERY SUB-COMMITTEE
	· No update. Headstone safety to be tested.
	










	6
	FINANCES
	

	

	6 (i)
	PAYMENTS
	· PAYMENTS FOR SEPTEMBER 2026
· Recurring bank charges £7.00. 
Approved
· Village Hall Room rental 6 sessions from April ’26 £180
· Audit Wales 2024/2025 £278.68
· C.A.B Project Quarterly contribution 
£117.50
· Transfer of £2,000 from Current account to the Instant Access Savings account approved
	

	6 (ii)
	BALANCE OF ACCOUNTS TO 31/08/2026
	· WCBC has made 2nd Precept payment in August
· Current Account  £    4,034.73
· Savings Account   £ 17,114.11
· TOTAL                     £ 21,148.84
	

	6 (iii)
	ENVIRONMENTAL GRANT APPLICATIONS
	· Nil received
	




	7
	MATTERS – OTHERS NOT LISTED
	
	

	7 (i)
	PARKING AT THE HALL
	It was noted that there have been several occasions when owners of cars parked on the road by the Hall entrance have been requested to move to allow for access and exit. Agreed that the matter could be solved by the use of cones. 
	C
Cllr Claybrook to take further.

	7 (ii)
	3 COUNCILS’ MEETING
	The Clerk confirmed that the next meeting of the Valley Community Councils will be convened on Wednesday 16th September at 7pm in the Glyn Ceiriog Canolfan and an agenda has been forwarded
	Cl

	7 (iii)
	BANK SIGNATORIES
	The Chair sought Council’s approval that Cllr A Jones in his capacity as Vice-Chair should replace Keith Benning as a signatory for the Council’s accounts with the Unity Bank. Approved
	
Clerk to inform Unity Banks

	7(iv)
	CCTV
	The Chair confirmed that responsibility for accessing the community c.c.t.v should be transferred to the Chair as per current policy
	Clerk to make contact with Keith Benning to arrange for a transfer to the Chair.

	8
	DATE OF NEXT MEETINGS
	· Tuesday 6th OCTOBER 7.00pm. Note change of time to winter hours. 

	






